
CLIENT-LAWYER RELATIONSHIP 

RULE 1.1  COMPETENCE 

A lawyer shall provide competent representation to a 
client. Competent representation requires the legal 
knowledge, skill, thoroughness and preparation 
reasonably necessary for the representation. 

RULE 1.2  SCOPE OF REPRESENTATION AND 
ALLOCATION OF AUTHORITY BETWEEN 

CLIENT AND LAWYER 

(a) Subject to paragraphs (b) and (c), a lawyer shall 
abide by a client's decisions concerning the objectives of 
representation and, as required by Rule 1.4, shall consult 
with the client as to the means by which they are to be 
pursued. A lawyer may take such action on behalf of the 
client as is impliedly authorized to carry out the 
representation. A lawyer shall abide by a client's decision 
whether to settle a matter. In a criminal case, the lawyer 
shall abide by the client's decision, after consultation with 
the lawyer, as to a plea to be entered, whether to waive 
jury trial and whether the client will testify. 

(b) A lawyer may limit the scope of the representation 
if the limitation is reasonable under the circumstances and 
the client gives informed consent. 

(c) A lawyer shall not counsel a client to engage, or 
assist a client, in conduct that the lawyer knows is  illegal 
or fraudulent, but a lawyer may discuss the legal 
consequences of any proposed course of conduct with a 
client and may counsel or assist a client to make a good 
faith effort to determine the validity, scope, meaning or 
application of the law. 

RULE 1.3  DILIGENCE 

A lawyer shall not neglect a legal matter entrusted to 
the lawyer. 

RULE 1.4  COMMUNICATION 

(a) A lawyer shall keep a client reasonably informed 
about the status of a matter and promptly comply with 
reasonable requests for information 

(b) A lawyer shall explain a matter to the extent 
reasonably necessary to permit the client to make 
informed decisions regarding the representation. 

RULE 1.5  FEES 

(a) A lawyer shall not enter into an agreement for, 
charge or collect an illegal or clearly excessive fee or a 
clearly excessive amount for expenses. 

(b) A fee is clearly excessive when, after a review of 
the facts, a lawyer of ordinary prudence would be left 
with a definite and firm conviction that the fee is in 
excess of a reasonable fee. Factors to be considered as 
guides in determining the reasonableness of a fee include 
the following: 

(1) the time and labor required, the novelty and 
difficulty of the questions involved, and the skill 
requisite to perform the legal service properly; 

(2) the likelihood, if apparent to the client, that 
the acceptance of the particular employment will 
preclude other employment by the lawyer; 

(3) the fee customarily charged in the locality for 
similar legal services; 

(4) the amount involved and the results obtained;  

(5) the time limitations imposed by the client or 
by the circumstances; 

(6) the nature and length of the professional 
relationship with the client; 

(7) the experience, reputation, and ability of the 
lawyer or lawyers performing the services; and 

(8) whether the fee is fixed or contingent. 

(c) A lawyer shall not enter into an arrangement for, 
charge or collect: 

(1) any fee in a domestic relations matter, the 
payment or amount of which is contingent upon the 
securing of a divorce or upon the amount of spousal 
or child support or a property settlement; or 

(2) a contingent fee for representing a defendant 
in a criminal case. 

 (d) A division of a fee between lawyers who are not 
in the same firm may be made only if: 

(1) the client gives informed consent to the fact 
that there will be a division of fees, and 

(2) the total fee of the lawyers for all legal 
services they rendered the client is not clearly 
excessive. 

(e) Paragraph (d) does not prohibit payments to a 
former firm member pursuant to a separation or 
retirement agreement, or payments to a selling lawyer for 
the sale of a law practice pursuant to Rule 1.17. 

RULE 1.6  CONFIDENTIALITY OF 
INFORMATION 

(a) A lawyer shall not reveal information relating to 
the representation of a client unless the client gives 
informed consent, the disclosure is impliedly authorized 
in order to carry out the representation or the disclosure is 
permitted by paragraph (b). 

(b) A lawyer may reveal information relating to the 
representation of a client to the extent the lawyer 
reasonably believes necessary: 

(1) to disclose the intention of the lawyer's client 
to commit a crime and the information necessary to 
prevent the crime; 

(2) to prevent reasonably certain death or 
substantial bodily harm;  
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