
RL iLE  I . 3  D IL IGENCE

A larvyer shall  not neglect a legal nlatter entrLrsted to the lariver
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R T ] L E  I . 1  C O M M T J N I C A T I O N

(a) a lawlcr shal l  kccp a cl icnt rcasunablr  in l i r rnrcd about thc stal l rs ol-a nrattcr and
pronrpt l ) '  conrpl l  * i th rcasorrablc rcqucsts tbr infbrnrat ion

(b)  a  lawt 'c r  sha l l  cxp la in  a  rna t te r  to  thc  c \ tcu t  rcasonab l r  ncccssar )  to  pcrnr i t  thc
cl icnt to nrakc i rr l i r rnrccl  c iccisiorts rcgarding thc rcpre'scrt tat iot t

,,ldoptacl 0l '01,t05
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RULE 1 .5  FEES

(a) A lavn'ver shall  not enter into an agreer-nent fbr. charge or col lect an i l legal or
clearl l  excessir,e l-ee or a clcarlr cxcessivc anrount lbr expenses.

(b) A fee is clearl l 'exccssive *hen. afier a revielr,of the f 'acts. a lan'yer of ordinary
prudcncc would bc lcl i  * i th a dcl lnite and f lmr conrict ion that the 1ee is in excess of a
rcasonable 1.:c. I ;actors to bc considcrccl as guiclcs in dctcrnrining thc rcasonablcr-rcss o1'a
lee inc lLrdc thc l i r l lor i  ing:

( l )  thc t inrc  anc l  labor  reqr" r i red.  the novel t l 'and d i l l lcu l t l 'o l ' thc quest ions
involrcd. and thc ski l l  rcclLrisitc to pcrlbrnr thc lcgal servicc propcrl l ' :

(2)  thc l ikc l ihooci .  i1 'apparent  to  the c l ient .  that  the acceptance of  thc
part icLrlar cnrplor nrent u i l l  prccludc othcr cnrplo) nrcut b1 thc lanl 'cr:

(3)  thc l 'cc  custonrar i l r  chargcc i  in  thc local i tv  l i r r  s inr i lar  lcgal  scn ' iccs;
(1)  the anror . rn l  inro l rec l  anc l  thc rcsul ts  obta incd:
(5) thc t inre l inri tat ions inrposcd b1 thc cl icnt or b1 thc circumstances:
(6)  thc naturc and lcngth o l ' thc pro l -css ional  rc la t ionship r i i th  thc c l icnt ;
(7)  thc cxpcl icne c .  r 'cpLr tat ion.  anc i  ab i l i t l  o f - thc lanr  cr  or  lauycrs pcr lbrming

the serr, ' ices: and
( t t )  nhcthcr  thc lcc is  l lxcr l  ( ) r 'c r )nt ingcnt .

(c) A lar. i ,r.er shall  not enter into an urrangcurent 1br. charge or col lect:

( l )  an l  lcc  in  a c lonrcst ic  rc la t ions nrat tcr ' .  thc parnrcnt  ur  an. rount  o l 'u 'h ich is
contingcnt Lrpon thc sccurir-rg o1'a dirorcc or Lrpon thc amount of spousal
or chi ld sl lpport or i l  propertr sett lemcnt: or

(2)  a  cont ingcnt  lcc  t i r r  rcprcscnt ing a c lc l 'cndant  in  a cr inr ina l  casc.

(d)  A d iv is ion o l 'a  l 'cc  bctuccn lar i rers  uho are no1 in  thc 'sanre f r rnr  mav be made
o n l f  i l :

(1 )  thc  c l ien t  g i rcs  in lb rnred  consent  to  the  lac t  t l i a t  there  rv i l l  be  a  d iv is ion  o l -
lccs. ancl

(2 )  thc  to ta l  l cc  o l - thc  laurc rs  l i r r  a l l  l cga l  sc r r i ccs  thc l  rcndcrcd  thc  c l i cn t  i s
r t t r t  c lcar l r  c rcess i r  c .

(c) I )aragraph (cl)docs not prohibi l  pavnrcuts 1o a lbnncr ' l l rnr nrcr-r- tbcr pursuant to a
separat ion or ret i rcn-rcnt agrccment.  or payments to a sel l ing lau' \ 'er for the sale of
a lar.r  pract ice pursuant to RLrlc I  .17.
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RULE I . I5 -  TRUST ACCOUNT

(a) A lawyer shall hold property ol clients or third persons that is in a lawy'er's possession separate from the
lawyer's own property. Funds, including advances for costs and expenses and escrow and other funds held for
another, shall be kept in a separate "Lawyer Trust Account" maintained in the jurisdiction where the lawyer's office
is situated. Each lawyer trust account shall be an interest bearing account in a financial institution selectcd by the
lawyer or law ltrm in the exercise of reasonable care. Lawyer trust accounts shall conform rules of thc jurisdictions

in which the accounts are maintained. Other properly shall be identif ied as such and appropriately safeguarded.
Complete records of such account funds and other properf,v shall be kept by the lawyer and shall be preserved for a
period of f ive year after termination of the representation.

(b) A lawyer may deposit the larvyer's own funds in a lawyer trust account fbr the sole purpose of paying bank
service charges or meeting minimum balance requirements on that account, but only in an amount necessary for
those purposes.

(c) A lawyer shall deposit into a larvyer trust account legal I 'ees and expenses that have been paid in advance, to
be withdrawn by the lawyer only as fees arc earned or expenses incurred.

(d) Upon receiving funds or other property in which a client or third person has an interest, a lawyer shall
promptly notifo the client orthird person. Except as stated in this rule or othenvise permitted by law or by agreement
with the client, a lawyer shall promptly deliver to the client or third person any funds or other property that the client
or third person is entit led to receive and, upon request by the client or third person, shall promptly rendcr a full
accounting regarding such properry.

(e) When in the course of representation a lawyer is in possession of property in rvhich two or more persons
(one of whom may be the lawycr) clairn intcrcsts, the propertv- shall bc kcpt scparatc by the lawyer unti l t l ic dispute is
resolved. The lawyer shall promptly distribute all porlions of the property as to *,hich the intercsts are not in dispute.

Adopted 0l/01/05
Amended I1/30/05
Paragraph (a) amended to eliminate perntission to hove lrusl eccoutll "el.sewherc v,ith the consenl of the client"
and to require accounts to conform lo l urisdict i<tn in which /oc'utetl. P ur ugruph ( b ) umended to ullow depo,;it of
lswver funds lo meet nrinimum bulunc'e requirenrenls.
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RULE 8.4 - DISHONEST

(a) It is professional misconduct for a lawyer to:

(1) violate the Rules of Professional Conduct, knowingly assist or induce another to do so, or do so
through the acts of another;

(2) commit a criminal act that reflects adversely on the lawyer's honesty, lrustworthiness or fitness as a
lawyer in other respects,

(3) engage in conduct involving dishonesfy, fraud, deceit or misrepresentation that reflects adversely
on the lawyer's f itness to practice law;

(4) engage in conduct that is prejudicial to the administration ofjustice;
(5) state or imply an ability to influence unproperly a goverrrment agency or official or to achieve

results by means that violate these Rules or other law; or
(6) knowingly assist a.ludge or judicial officer in conduct that is a violation of applicable rules of

judicial conduct or other law.

(b) Notwithstanding paragraphs (a)(1), (3) and (4) and Rule 3.3(a)(1), it shall not be professional misconduct
for a lawyer to advise clients or others about or to supervise lawful covert activity in the investigation of violations of
civil or crrninal law or constitutional rights, provided the lawyer's conduct is otherwise ui compliance with these
Rules of Professional Conduct. "Coverl activiry," as used in this rule, means an effort to obtain information on
unlawful activity through the use of misrepresentations or other subterfuge. "Coverl activity" may be commenced by
a lawyer or involve a lawyer as an advisor or supervisor only when the lawyer in good faith believes there is a
reasonable possibil i ty that unlawful activity has taken place, is taking place or wil l take place in the foreseeable
future.

Adopted 0l/01/05
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